
Description: 

Chiastozygus asymmetricus MEDD, 1979 

Figs. 4, 5 - Chiastozygus asymmetricus sp. n. 4) Holo
type, distal view, optical micrograph. Middle Oxford 
Clay, Millbrook section near Ampthill, Bebdfordshire. 
SAB 175. Slide number MPK 1173 (IGS slide col
lection, Leeds). X 6,000. 5) Paratype, distal view, 

optical micrograph, Ibid. 

Chiastozygus 
asymmetricus 

Diagnosis: A species of Chiastozygus with slightly offset X-shaped central structure. 

Description: Elliptical coccoliths with an eiffellithid rim. The central area consists 

of an X-shaped structure of paired crystallites which meet in the centre to form 

a short spine. The bars are not parallel to the axes of the ellipse. 

Dimensions: 6 X 4 ll. 

Remarks: 

This species differs from others assigned to this genus by its asymmetrical 

X-shaped central structure, and the fragile nature of the bars. Those forms with 

the cruciform structure alligned with the principle axes of the ring are referred 

to the genus Staurorhabdus No:E.L. Other forms with a similar rim, but with 

a basal platform central complex of platelets are referred to the new genus 

Millbrookia. 

Other material: Forms with a complete central cruciform structure have been 

seen in the optical examination of the strew slides from several levels in the Middle 

and Upper Oxford Clay of the Gamlingay Borehole. Forms which may be referred 

to this species, but with the central structure only partially developed have been 

found in many samples from the three boreholes, and these samples range from the 

Middle Oxford Clay to the Ampthill Clay (athleta to tenuiserratum zones). Such 

forms have also been found in other samples from the English Oxford Clay. 
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Type level: 

Oxfordian. 
Middle Oxford Clay, lamberti Zone. 

Type locality: 

Millbrook, near Ampthill, Bedfordshire, England. 

Depository: 

Institute of Geological Sciences, Leeds, England. 
Holotype: Number MPK 1173, lodged in the IGSMPK collection of types. 

Author: 

Medd. A. W., 1979, p. 39; pl. 10, figs . 4, 5. 

Reference: 

The Upper Jurassic coccoliths from the Haddenham and Gamlingay boreholes 
(Cambridgeshire, England). Eclogae geol. Helv., vol. 72, no. 1, pp. 19-109, 11 pls. 
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